Distributions of the cardiac plexuses and ganglia in the Beijing duck.
Distributions of the cardiac plexuses and cardiac ganglia were gross-anatomically and histologically studied in eight Beijing ducks. The cardiac plexuses consisted of two components, the cardiac nerve arising from the sympathetic trunk and the cranial and caudal cardiac nerves arising from the vagus. Branches of these nerves made the cardiac plexuses on the epicardium. The cardiac plexuses could be divided into the six plexuses, that is, the right and left coronary plexuses, pericardiac transverse sinus plexus, caudal cardiac plexus, and right and left superior cardiac plexuses. There were small ganglia in the caudal cardiac plexus and the right and left coronary plexuses. These ganglia containing multipolar neurons were found like a linking chain in a single nerve.